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Video conferencing with Children Policy
Guidelines
These guidelines are specific to Zoom Conferencing with Children during the Coronavirus Pandemic and should be followed in conjunction with our Parish E safety policy.
Leaders communicating with young people or vulnerable adults via the internet, social networking or mobile phone must be DBS checked in accordance with the Diocesan safeguarding guidelines given.
This way of working using zoom conferencing is beyond the normal running of a group so PCC approval should be given.
It is recommended that: 
· You use Zoom conferencing for any contact with children – do not make the meeting public, meeting password to be used and/or use of waiting room feature to control the admittance of guests.
· Manage screensharing options to ‘Host only’ so that you are in control of screens and can oversee video meeting including being able to mute.
· Parental consent must be given – email to be sent to Parents stating what the Zoom conference is for, date and time of session. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk40954350]At least 2 recognised children’s leaders must be participating in the zoom session and be ‘live’ in the session before the children are invited to join.
· Parents/ Carers must be present in the room throughout the whole of the session with their children – they need to be visual at the beginning and end of the session but do not need to take part in the session.
Code of conduct for Leaders: 
· At least 2 recognised children’s leaders must be participating in the zoom session and be ‘live’ in the session before the children are invited to join.
· Only video in a family room/ study
· Everyone should be fully dressed in daytime clothes – no pyjamas.
· If a child is in pyjamas or not in a family room the leader as the host can exclude that child until they change and move rooms, then they can re-enter the group.
· Meeting invites are only sent to named individuals.
· Consider using the ‘lock meeting’ facility once everyone invited has joined the session.
· Stick to agreed timings and where possible use the same time slot as your normal group meeting.
· No new children can join the group while you are not meeting in the normal way.
· Consider ways to be inclusive – what extra support is needed for children with special needs.
· Consider using screen sharing and the comments facility – might be useful for parents but ensure that you have control of what is shared at all times.
· Do not record session as it could be a problem with data storage.

Code of conduct for Parents
· An adult must be present in the room with the child/ren at all times. 
· Children must always be in a daytime family room when participating in the session.
· Children must be in daytime clothes.
· Keep microphone muted as much as possible during session so everyone gets a chance to speak.
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